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Editor's Note

By Masoud Forouzandeh
February 2024

History of Abadan (Development and Education)

We can align the history with the development and for
the sake of the development only if conditionally we put
aside a unilateral restrictive biased observance on the past.

Because of the role and the functionality of various ed-
ucational institutes, and social centers in the development
and construction of the New Abadan,the Mashal Abadan
attempts to talk about one of those, in each edition of it.

This edition-issue of the Mashal Abadan is investigating
the Artisans School; A center that wad founded to educate
the adolescents for skills and profession, having a major
role and responsibility in the societal and educational de-
velopment of Abadan and its people, and the petroleum
industry of Iran,subsequently.

The artisans(the students of technical schools) had spe-
cial stance and particular duty, invaluable and crucial, for
the development of this city, the repairing of the Abadan
refinery complex, and also to start up new petroleum and
petrochemical refineries, afterwards, with the assistance
and collaboration of the engineers of the Abadan petro-
leum faculty, before and after the Islamic revolution of
Iran, certainly.

The apparent example of this assistance and continua-
tion is the establishment and construction of the Tabriz
and Isfahan Refineries.

The engineers, the experts, and the skilled labourers of
the Abadan refinery had participation in most of the ur-
banization and developmental projects and operations, in
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the city of Abadan, actively.

They were assisting the municipality of Abadan and the
government of Iran for the development in this city, from
planning and mapping and geographical preparatory oper-
ations to the illumination projects of Kofeysheh and Ah-
madabad and the construction of the sewers and sewage
system of this city.

In the next upcoming edition-issue, we’ll be talking about
other parts of the legacy for this city, such as the nursery
schools, the Razi and Farrokhi high-schools,the Women’s
Center,the association of the photographers,the postage
stamp association, various groups of theatre, the south
literature school,the Isfahanis Hosseinieh,the Behbaha-
nis Hosseinieh,the clerical center and clergies school of
Abadan,and the newspapers.

In the end,we invite the researchers and experts and
those who are keen on the history and development of
Abadan for collaboration and assistance.It’d be an hon-
or to have collaboration from the renowned and eminent
persons and experts, drafting and sending their memoirs,
observations, notes , opinions about the past history of
Abadan to the Mashal Abadan.
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Training during the first Years in Anglo - Persia Oil
Company

Author: Amir Hossein Forouzandeh
based on translation and research

The years after the approval of the Constitutional revo-
lution of Iran, till the end of Reza Shah’s era, are the im-
portant years of elevating the level and broadening the ex-
tent of education, training, literacy, and the development
of the national and governmental workshops in Iran.

Although with a hiatus during the 2nd world war for
this progression, it again reverted to its previous level of
growth and breadth in Iran due to the fondness and keen-
ness in people’s mind for education and workshops.

Here, a look will be taken at the training and education-
al activities and aims of the petroleum company in the
southern regions of Iran and its stance at that epoch.

The education and the types of primary schools in Iran:

In the year 1906, the education became compulsory for
all males and females, boys and gitls, with 6 six classes
structurally. This edict wasn’t implemented for years, due
to the costs of it for the commoners. It was eventually ex-
erted on the society of Iran in the year 1927, by the decree
to let the people who can’t afford the costs of school-
ing and training at schools as free education for them at
schools.

Before that, there were many different private schools,
teaching variously and having different schemes and tar-
geting and students and teachers, devoid of a unification
for primary schools and higher levels of education in Iran:
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The foreigners’ schools: these schools being operate and
governed by foreigners in Iran, majorly by the Britons and
the French, were giving the trainings to the people based
on the educations in UK and France, and in languages of
English and French.

The National Schools: these schools were formed by
some educated persons in the government of Iran, at the
ending years of the Qajar dynasty’s era, to avert the domi-
nance of the foreigners’ schools in Iran.

Between the years 1906 and 1921, we see a wide growth
and expansion of the governmental work shop. During
the wide strikes of the teachers in the year 11922mto ob-
tain their un-paid salaries for 9 months, the national par-
liament of Iran ratified new laws for this purpose and the
formation of a unitary educational system allover Iran.

The method for this aim was duplicated from that of
France by the national parliament of Iran.

All missionary schools(foreigners)and the schools of mi-
norities(religions) became *national schools* as well.

The education for schools in Iran was divided into two
segments, being 6 years of period: the primary and the
secondary.

The wholeness of this systematization for the education
in Iran was unified and , for one national language(Farsi)
and one curriculum and syllabus for all students and teach-
ers, allover Iran, entirely.

The number of schools was suddenly increased from 612
schools in the year 1922 to 1943 schools in the year 1924
widely nationally.

The oil-regions workshops of Iran:

Most of the training courses that the Anglo-Iranian Oil
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Company established in the early years (1908 to 1933) were
"workshop-oriented"”, with minimal theoretical courses
and for the Indo-Burmese workforce. The desire of the
members of the board of directors, as well as the histo-
ry of cooperation with the Burma Oil Company, caused
a significant part of the company's workforce in Abadan
to be provided from India and Burma. The Burmese and
Indian workforce was more skilled than the Iranian work-
force.

The educational strategy of the company in this his-
torical period had four characteristics. First, the training
courses were short-term and workshop and not much
time was spent on training, second, the economy policy of
the company led to the lack of training courses, and third,
the goal of the company was to train skilled workers. The
company did not care about the large number of workers.
The fourth feature was national discrimination in favor of
Indian labor

The technical workshops of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com-
pany:
The petroleum company’s actions to establish and con-

struct new technical workshops became apparent shortly
in Iran afterwards to be widespread.

After seeing and confronting the continual revolts of the
Indians (between 1919 and 1922) against the Britons and
the British oil company in these regions, the board of di-
rectors of this company decided to change whole planning
for education and training: now, employing native Iranian
workers, starting to educate the Iranian workers, and let
the Iranian labor-force act for themselves in the petroleum
industry’s areas.

In Masjed soleiman, Ahvaz, Abadan, there existed work-
shops and departments to train workers and non-workers
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by the European experts.

The trouble for the Company was most of the educated
workers were leaving the workplace, after the finish of the
work or workshops, weren’t likely to stay at the company’s
areas for work, and were abandoning towards their fami-
lies, cities, towns. In a survey by the Company, during the
last 3 years between 1923 and 390 ,1926 educated labour-
ers left the Company towards their cities and families and
workplaces.

The characteristics of the training (labor) system of Brit-
ish Iran Oil Company in the years 1908 to 1933

1. Short-term workshop courses

2. Saving money

3. Cultivation of skilled workers

4. Minimum training of the Iranian workforce

The educational system of these workshops was quite
restrictive and hierarchical, being linearly for the students
and workers to obtain training, certification and approval.

Later, in the due years, afterwards, this education became
a compulsion for the Company to present it to the workers
and the students who were eager to join and get recruited
in the Company. So, the Iranian government, likewise, en-
couraged it and approved it to be a necessary decision for
the petroleum industry of Iran.

From the year 1908, the first construction for a living
and urbanization began in Masjed Soleiman and later in
Abadan, but the need and the necessity to have schools
wasn’t a first decision and aim until 1921. The Compa-
ny had mentioned, before that year, the company has no
commitment for training and education. There was little
interest in learning in the tribal workforce, and on the oth-
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er hand, the company was not very interested in investing
in training,

The reasons that the Company finally determined to start
establishing the technical workshops:

The cheapness of recruiting and obtaining the native
Iranian workers and their services and works, compared
to the professional foreigner workers such as Indians or
Europeans.

The pressures politically and societally from the govern-
ment and the parliament of Iran for employment of Irani-
ans at the company and the expulsion of non-Iranians to
permit a better domination for the Iranian government on
these regions as well.
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